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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 7473 
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SUBJECT: FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS ON BALKAN CONFERENCE 
REF: ATHENS 6351(NOTAL) 

1. A MFA OFFICIAL, WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE BALKAN AREA, 

ON SEPTEMBER 30 REVIEWED WITH EMBOFF THE CURRENT STATUS OF 
THE GREEK INITIATIVE TO CONVOKE A MEETING OF THE BALKAN 
STATES (REFTEL). 

2. MFA OFFICIAL SAID THAT THUS FAR YUGOSLAVIA AND BULGARIA 
HAD ACCEPTED THE GREEK INVITATION TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE. 
HE NOTED THAT THE LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TITO TO PRIME 
MINISTER CARAMANLIS WAS VERY CORDIAL. ROMANIA HAD NOT 
ANSWERED YET OFFICIALLY BUT HAS CLEARLY INDICATED 

THAT IT WILL PARTICIPATE. 
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2. ALBANIA HAS DECLINED TO PARTICIPATE. IN ITS REPLY, 
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ACCORDING TO THE MFA OFFICIAL, THE ALBANIAN GOVERNMENT 
EMPHASIZED ITS DESIRE FOR GOOD BILATERAL RELATIONS 
WITH GREECE. IT BASED ITS REFUSAL TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE PROPOSED MEETING ON THE COUNTRY'S REJECTION OF 
MULTILATERALISM CITING ALBANIA'S ABSTENTION FROM CSCE 
AS A CONSPICUOUS EXAMPLE. THE GREEK PRESS REPORTED, 

AND THE MFA OFFICIAL CONFIRMED, THAT THE ALBANIAN 
RESPONSE TO CARAMANLIS' INVITATION THOUGH NEGATIVE 
WAS "POLITE". 

3. TURKEY THUS FAR HAS GIVEN NO INDICATION OF 

WHAT ITS EVENTUAL REPLY TO THE GREEK INVITATION WOULD 
BE. THE MFA OFFICIAL SAID THAT HE PERSONALLY FELT 
THAT ANKARA WOULD ACCEPT IF ONLY TO AVOID ISOLATION 
IN THE BALKAN AREA. IN THIS REGARD, HE NOTED TURKEY'S 
ONGOING EFFORT TO BETTER ITS RELATIONSIPS WITH THE 
OTHER BALKAN COUNTRIES. 

4. AS BEFORE, OUR FOREIGN OFFICE CONTACT EMPHASIZED 
THE "TECHNICAL" NATURE OF THE PROPOSED MEETING. HE 
MENTIONED THAT CARAMANLIS HAD CITED IN HIS LETTER TO 
THE BALKAN LEADERS AS POSSIBLE SUBJECTS FOR EXAMINA- 
TION AT THE MEETING: CULTURAL EXCHANGES, ENERGY, 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONS, TOURISM AND ATHLETICS. HE 
SAID THAT GREECE WOULD PROBABLY BE REPRESENTED AT THE 
CONFERENCE BY THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE MINISTRY OF 
COORDINATION AND PLANNING. 

5. OUR SOURCE SAID THAT ATHENS WOULD DEFINITELY BE 
THE SITE OF THE MEETING. HE SAID NO DEFINITE DATE 
HAD BEEN SET BUT THOUGHT IT LIKELY NOW THAT THE 
CONFERENCE WOULD BE HELD IN NOVEMBER OR DECEMBER. 

6. THE MFA OFFICIAL SAID THAT IF THIS TECHNICAL 
MEETING WERE SUCCESSFUL, MEETINGS AT THE POLITICAL 
LEVEL COULD POSSIBLY FOLLOW. IT WAS HOWEVER, TOO EARLY, HE 
STATED, TO MAKE A PREDICTION ON THE LIKELIHOOD OF 

SUCH POLITICAL MEETINGS TAKING PLACE. (HE OFFERED 
THE PERSONAL SPECULATION THAT GENUINE BALKAN 
COOPERATION WOULD NEVER MATERIALIZE. HISTORIC 
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QUARRELS, SCARCELY MUTED ETHNIC ANTAGONISMS. 

AND WIDELY DIFFERENT SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
SYSTEMS WILL, HE THOUGHT, PROVE INSURMOUNTABLE. 
SOMEWHAT CONTRADICTORILY, OUR SOURCE POINTED WITH 
SOME PRIME, AND MUCH SATISFACTION, TO WHAT HE DES- 
CRIBED AS THE FLOURISHING AND RAPIDLY GROWING 
TRADE BETWEEN GREECE AND ITS COMMUNIST NEIGHBORS TO 
THE NORTH.) 
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